Childsafe South Africa initiated the Safer Candle Project in 2005. It was inspired by the frequent observation of household fires in the informal housing districts surrounding Cape Town, especially those due to primitive or transitional energy sources such as paraffin candles. The primary objective of the Safer Candle Project is to provide an inexpensive, safe alternative to home candle use in homes with limited electricity access. The preparation of this intervention involves a three-step process using common household items. A large glass jar (approximately 20 cm in height) is first thoroughly cleaned to optimize emission. The jar is then filled with sand up to onethird its volume. A 25 cm household candle is then cut in half, and embedded within the sand with the wick facing the opening of the jar. The candle is safely lit using the cut half of the candle, and the jar is placed where light is needed ( Figure  1) . At any point, should a child or someone else jostle the jar causing it to fall over, the flame is rapidly and safely extinguished by the sand surrounding the base of the candle. This innovative solution is not only affordable, but also provides safe and effective home illumination. If assembled properly, the sand provides a stable base for the apparatus and will safely extinguish the flame following any spill. The safety of the apparatus can be further enhanced by using larger diameter jars, which allow even quicker dissipation of any heat, further reducing the temperature of the glass and allowing for more comfortable handling. Since its inception, the Safer Candle Project has administered a total of 11,835 Safer Candle kits to families throughout South Africa in addition to 6,800 educational leaflets in two languages, English and Xhosa. The initial feedback from the families that use the Safer Candle supports the Safer Candle as an economical, safe and practical solution to household candle fires, potentially reducing the risk and incidence of burn injuries to at-risk children. The Safer Candle is cost effective, easy to assemble, and safe to handle, and offers an indigenous, culturally aligned innovation that is able to counter cost and accessibility barriers. It has the potential to play an important role in preventing fires in communities. The Safer Candle Project requires further objective data to quantify its impact, including the number of families regularly using this approach, and qualitative data that elaborates on its reported use and utility within informal settlement homes.
